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NBDI is the corner stones

• The traits in NBDI are the foundation of the Danish beef on 
dairy system

• All indexes from NBDI are used in Denmark

• Denmark has built on to of NBDI

• Made the X-Index

• X stand for cross → Cross index
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X-Index

• X-mælk (milk)

• Economy value for the milk producer

• X-slagt (slaughter)

• Economy value for the beef producer

• X-slaughter is included in the calf price 
model between the milk and beef 
producer 
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Extra indexes in Denmark 

• Slaughter percent

• Describes the percent of the live animal that go into carcass

• High economy value → 4.00 Danish crown pr unit

• Health late period

• Describes the health trait for diarrhea, claw diseases and respiratory 
disorders

• Low economy value → 0.83 Danish crown pr unit
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Three new indexes – Future Beef Cross

• In the project Future Beef Cross 
new indexes were developed

• Feed efficiency

• Methane

• Marbling 

• Calculated on Danish Blue, Angus 
and soon Charolais

• Minimum 20 offspring with 
phenotype

• Approved Nordic bull 

• Genomic model
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Future Beef cross indexs

• Calculated per breed

• Average 100, which is the breed average

• Can not compare between the breeds
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Future

• Include feed efficiency in the X-index

• High economy value → 11.81 Danish crown pr unit

• Include methane in the X-index

• Economy value is uncertain today

• Looking for ways to use genomic values better

• VikingGenetics use it today in selection

• Dream → X-Index for long growing period and 
including of marbling 
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Thank you!
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